
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

 
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on March 19, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at  
the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was taken 
as recorded in Minute Book, “T”. 
  
Call to Order
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call
Members present:  Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady. Michael Woodlee was absent.

Also present:  Standing in for County Attorney Howard Upchurch was Attorney Stacey Farmer, 
County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, and Jay Williams with zoom and Several  
Citizens of Van Buren County.

Prayer
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer.

Pledge
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approve/Disapprove: Minutes from the Meeting on February 29, 2024 as printed.
Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  second  by  Cale  Crain  to  approve  the  Minutes  from  the 
February 29, 2024 Meeting. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed. 

Removal  of  the  Van  Buren  County  Highway  Department  truck  to  Van  Buren  County 
Administrative Property
The Van Buren County Highway Department donated a sanitation truck to the County for Solid 
Waste.  Cale Crain made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to approve so it can be added to Van 
Buren County inventory. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.  Letter from the Highway 
Department for the record: 



Approval of the County’s Board of Equalization Members Brandy Delon, Freda Christensen, 
Monroe Mooneyham, Doug Dodson, and Mark Cunningham.
Tabitha  Denney made a  motion,  second by  Terry  Hodges  to  approve the County  Board of 
Equalization Members Brandy Delon, Freda Christensen, Monroe Mooneyham, Doug Dodson, 
and Mark Cunningham. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.



Committee B Report
Committee B Chairman Dusty Madewell read over the Minutes from Committee B Meeting on 
March 7, 2024 to the Full Commission for discussion with no action taken.
Committee B Meeting
March 7, 2024

All members were in attendance

Discussion of Piney Convenience Center Site Plans:
Mayor Sullivan was still waiting to hear back from AT&T about driveway access. Committee B is  
going to set a day to go look over the site and lay out the locations of trash compactor, building,  
and driveway lay out, oil bin, fencing and such.

Discussion of Masonic Building:
The Van Buren County School System backed out of wanting to use the building as a daycare.  
Mayor Sullivan has another interested party and will get with them to see if they wanted to use  
the building.

Discussion of Company Store Road:
Jerry and Leatha Chambers did not ask to close Company Store Road. They wanted clarity on  
how  far  Company  Store  Road  went  before  it  became  private  property.  Committee  A 
commented that we could not give any advice on the matter.

New Business:
Re-elect Vice Chair:
Michael  Chandler  made  a  motion  to  elect  Michael  Woodlee  as  Vice  Chair.  Kenny  Smith 
seconded the motion. All members were in favor.

Meeting adjourned:
A motion to adjourn was made by Michael Woodlee and seconded by Michael Chandler. All 
members were in favor.
 _____________________________________________________________________________

New Business
The Van Buren County Committee A met on 03/14/2024.

Those in attendance as follows: Tabitha Denney, David Sullivan, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Cale Crain-phone, Jordan Delong, Heather Woodlee, and Michael Brock.

Budget Amendment: Amendment for the Mayor’s Office was presented to the Committee to 
purchase Nexgen Software due to glitches in Flexgen software. Amendment was as follows: 
Debit 101-39000 for $17,503.05 credit 101-51300-317 for $17,503.05. Jordan Delong made a 
motion to approve to approve amendment and Terry Hickey second the Motion. Motion was 
passed to Full Commission. 

Budget Amendment: Amendment for Sheriffs Dept: Sheriff Brock spoke about the rising cost of 
food and custodial supplies over the years and ask to amend budget until the end of fiscal year.  
They are also housing more inmates. Debit 101-39000 for $5,000.00 and credit line items 101-
54210-410  custodial  supplies  to  $5,000.00  Jordan  Delong  made  a  motion  to  approve 
amendment. Terry Hickey second the motion. Motion was passed to Full Commission. Debit 



line 101-39000 $45,000.00 and credit line item 101-54210-422 food supplies to $45,000.00 Cale 
Crain made a motion to approve amendment Terry Hodges second the motion, motion passed 
to Full Commission.

Budget  Amendment: Amendment  was  brought  forward  for  the  Election  Commission  by 
Heather Woodlee that was dated for fiscal year 2023 in the amount of $26,484.83 with 0% 
match. This grant ends June 30, 2024. All funds will have to be spent by that time. Heather  
stated that Mr. Simons informed her the money would be spent on various items and he hadn’t 
decided what he was going to spend the funds for at this moment. Amendment as follows: 
Debit  101-39000  for  $26,484.83  and  credit  line  item  101-51500-790  for  $26,484.83.  Terry 
Hickey made a motion to approve amendment and Terry Hodges second the motion. Motion 
passed to Full Commission.

Budget Amendment: Heather Woodlee presented an amendment for the water and sewer line 
item, stating we didn’t have enough in the line item to carry is until the end of fiscal year with  
the rate increases. Amendment as follows: Debit 101-39000 for $6,500.00 and credit line item 
101-51800-454 for $6,500.00. Terry Hodges made a motion to approve the amendment and 
Cale Crain second the motion, Motion passed to Full Commission.

Budget Amendment: Heather Woodlee presented the Judges and Secretary line item to the 
Committee stating the percentages that was sent from White County Finance Dept was not 
correct for the fiscal year and we needed to increase the line items for their salary. Amendment 
as follows: Debit line 101-39000 for $475.54 and credit line item 101-53300-102 Judges Salary 
to $328.82 and credit  line item 101-53300-161 secretary for $146.72.  Terry Hickey made a 
motion  to  approve  amendment,  Jordan  Delong  second  the  motion,  motion  passed  to  Full 
Commission.

Acknowledgement: Heather Woodlee presented the TCRS Acknowledgement of Employer rate 
effective July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. The rate would stay the same at 7%, Terry Hodges  
made the motion to approve the rate at  7% and Terry  Hickey second the motion,  motion 
passed to Full Commission.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Co-Chairman Tabitha Denney brought forward action that needs to be taken by 
the Full Commission from the Committee A meeting on March 14, 2024. 

Veteran Service Officer Johnny Crain’s Resignation
Johnny Crain sent a letter to the Full Commission stating that he is retiring from his position as 
Veteran Service Officer of Van Buren County. Dusty Madewell made a motion, second by Jordan 
Delong to accept his resignation. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed. Letter as following: 



Budget Amendment to purchase Nexgen Software
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to debit 101-39000 in the amount of 
$17,503.05 and credit 101-51300-317 for $17,503.05.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady voted yes. No changes to any yes 
vote. Motion passed. Budget amendment as following: 



Budget Amendment for Sheriff’s Department (Custodial Supplies)
Sheriff Michael Brock spoke to the Full Commission about the rising cost of food and custodial 
supplies over the years and ask to amend the budget until the end of the fiscal year. Tabitha 
Denney made a motion, second by Terry Hodges to Debit 101-39000 for $5,000.00 and credit 
line items 101-54210-410 custodial supplies to $5,000.00.



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady voted yes. Motion passed.  Budget 
Amendment and information as following:

Budget Amendment for Sheriff’s Department (Food for inmates at the Jail)



Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Chandler to Debit line 101-39000 in the 
amount of $45,000.00 and credit line item 101-54210-422 food supplies for $45,000.00. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady voted yes. Motion passed.  Budget 
Amendment and information as following:



Budget Amendment for the Election Commissioner, Grant for $26,484.83 with 0% match.
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to amend as following: Debit 101-39000 
for $26,484.83 and credit line item 101-51500-790 for $26,484.83. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady voted yes. Motion passed.



Budget Amendment for water and sewer for the County ($6,500.00)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to amend as following: Debit 101-
39000 for $6,500.00 and credit line item 101-51800-454 for $6,500.00. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady voted yes. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment for Judges Salary
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to amend the following: Debit line 101-
39000 for $475.54 and credit line item 101-53300-102 Judges Salary to $328.82. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady voted yes. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment for Judges Secretary Salary
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Chandler to approve to Debit line 101-
39000 and credit line item 101-53300-161 Secretary for $146.72

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady voted yes. Motion passed.

TCRS Acknowledgment of Employer rate 
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to approve the TCRS Acknowledgement 
of Employer rate effective July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025 and the rate would stay the same 
at 7%. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  and  Tommy  Frady  voted  yes.  Motion  passed. 
Acknowledgement as following:



Revised Personnel Policy for the Sheriff’s Department



Sheriff Michael  Brock revised the Departments Personnel  Policy with minimal  changes with 
addition for clarification concerning overtime pay. Sheriff Brock e-mailed the changes to the 
County Attorney Howard Upchurch for review and approval. E-mail & Revisions as following:



TBI 2024 Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program (Sheriff’s Department)



The  Sheriff’s  Department  and  the  TBI  have  entered  into  a  previous  agreement  where  the 
Sheriff’s Department would get reimbursement for overtime pay with work related cases of 
meth, heroin, and opioid cases. Now the TBI and the Sheriff’s Department has entered into 
another agreement with overtime reimbursement with cases related to cannabis cases. For the 
record agreement as following:  
Sheriff Michael Brock wanted to recognize some of his employees for outstanding jobs

Sheriff Michael Brock was present at the Full Commission to take the opportunity in a public 
forum to address on something the Sheriff’s Department has been working on. The Van Buren 



County  Sheriff’s  Office  has  initiated  a  program  to  express  his  sincere  appreciation  to  the 
County’s  Deputies,  Officers  and  Staff.  Employees  will  be  nominated  by  supervisors,  peers 
and/or Citizens on behalf of the teams’ actions during their encounters that result in the most 
positive outcome as  possible.  The reason for  this  program is  to  recognize members  of  his  
Department  for  commendable  achievements.  Sheriff  Brock  had  set  up  an  Independent 
Committee of vast knowledge related to law enforcement, Court proceedings, and serves the 
General Public, this Committee will go through the nominations and choose members who have 
had a positive outstanding work related case during their duties. Sheriff Brock introduced the 
members of this Committee which were present at the Full Commission Meeting. The members 
are as following: Chairman Rick Perez, Committee members Rhonda Williamson, and Mr. Bob 
Graham. Sheriff Brock was honored to share the results of the Officers being honored tonight. 
Sheriff  Brock  extended  his  commendations  to  Deputies  Cameron  Clendenon  and  Brady 
Woodson  for  their  exceptional  performance  in  their  duties,  as  being  recognized  by  the 
independent  Committee.  Both  deputies  made  independent  cases  that  had  a  tremendous 
positive impact in our Community.



Fingerprint machine at the Jail, Information only from Sheriff Michael Brock as following: 



Old Business
None

Comments from the Public
None



Adjournment
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to adjourn. All  agreed by voice vote.  
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

 ____________________________________ ____________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


